
ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP MEMBERS
Cambridgeshire Jane Sellers
Leicester City Mark Fortune
Leicestershire Donna Worship
Lincolnshire Douglas Robinson
Norfolk Dominic Allen
Peterborough City To be appointed
Warwickshire Janet Chapman
ESPO Kevin Willsher

E
N

V
IR

O
N

M
E

N
T

A
L

P
U

R
C

H
A

S
IN

G

NATIONAL SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTS CATALOGUE
E

A
S

T
E

R
N

 S
H

IR
E

S
 P

U
R

C
H

A
S

IN
G

 O
R

G
A

N
IS

A
T

IO
N

ENVIRONMENTAL PURCHASING

EASTERN SHIRES PURCHASING ORGANISATION
BARNSDALE WAY ¥ GROVE PARK ¥ ENDERBY ¥ LEICESTER  LE19 1ES

www.espo.org
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During 2007, ESPO developed a catalogue of 
sustainable procurement products,

based around four key commodity groups
identified by the GovernmentÕs  

Sustainable Procurement Task Force ,
as having the widest sustainability impact 

on public sector procurement.

They are:¥  Microgeneration
¥  Energy Saving products
¥  Recycled products 
¥  Sustainable Parks Management
The arrangements fully comply with all 

EU procurement regulations and are 
available to all Local Authorities 

and other public sector bodies in the UK.

Produced in conjunction with environment experts, Global To Local,
on behalf of the Pro4 group of consortia: CBC, ESPO, NEPO and WMS.



Where an icon appears in the catalogue,
it indicates that the product meets the
environmental criteria set for that product,
or range of products.

The icons are listed below with a brief
outline of the criteria used.

Environmental
purchasingÉ

A vast number of customers 
contact us with a whole variety

of questions concerning the 
environmental policies 

adopted by ESPO.

The ÔGreenÕ products which have
become widely available in the

high street are bought by many
of us and reflects a growth in
concern for the environment.

The environmental issues raised
through purchasing in the home

are just as important in the
workplace. You may already 

have an environmental 
purchasing policy or other 

guidance that seeks ways to
reduce the environmental

impact of the products you buy.

ESPO used its Environmental
Group to develop information

about the products offered in the
catalogues (including the on-line

version).To communicate this
information we have produced 

a number of icons that are
detailed here.

ESPO purchases goods and 
services specified by our 

member authorities and other
customers.This means that our
policy must reflect the needs of

our customers.

We work with our member
authorities and other 

customers to assist them in
achieving Environmental
Accreditation eg. EMAS.

Éan  
commitment

LOW POLLUTING For paper products,
if the pulping process is elemental chlorine free,
the product receives the low polluting icon.

RECYCLED This product is made using some
recycled materials. The percentage of recycled
content is defined in the centre of the icon.

RECYCABLE This product can be recycled.

NOT TESTED ON ANIMALS 
This product has not been tested on animals.

ENERGY EFFICIENT When in use this
product uses energy more efficiently than 
similar products.

REUSABLE This product does not need
throwing away after use but can be used time
and time again.

BIODEGRADABLE When thrown away this
product will safely decompose to its constituent
elements.

Aims of the LEAP Project
Green public purchasing has already 
contributed a great deal towards European
environmental improvements, but there still
exists a huge potential to further improve
the environmental performance of the
goods and services purchased by public
authorities.

Objectives of the LEAP Project
are to:
¥ Develop a suite of tools and guidance for

public authorities to systematically,
effectively and efficiently deal with green
procurement as part of Environmental
Management System.

¥ Test joint procurement approaches to
overcome market barriers in Europe for
green procurement.

LEAP PARTNERS
The 12 local authority partners are:
United Kingdom:Eastern Shires Purchasing
Organisation (ESPO), Leicester City
Council, London Boroughs of Lewisham
and Sutton and Southwark, Sandwell
Metropolitan Borough Council;

Greece:Municipalities of Holargos,
Amaroussion and Kalithea-Rhodes;

Sweden:City of Gšteborg;

Spain:Barcelona Provincial Council;

Portugal:City of  Almada.

The joint procurement aspect in addition to
ESPO also includes Kent County Supplies,
Hertfordshire Business Services and the North
Eastern Purchasing Organisation (NEPO).

The LEAP Project is a European
Union funded project which aims
to develop systems and tools to
improve procurement practice
within environmental management
systems.

The LEAP partners have combined
to share information, experience
and best practice. ESPOÕs role is 
to provide the procurement
expertise and know how;we have
been leading a Pan European
procurement exercise on behalf of
the LEAP partners.

The exercise related to cleaning
materials and the results of the
EU compliant tendering process
can be found in the cleaning 
section of our catalogue.

A range of environmentally
friendly cleaning products have
been selected which meet the
stringent specification of the
various cleaners and detergents.

LCD computer monitors are also
available in the catalogue following
a separate LEAP Project exercise
conducted by London Borough of
Lewisham on behalf of LEAP
Partners.

Reduce Ð The best environmental option is
to look for smaller, lower specification, and
alternative ways to do things.

Re-use Ð Find ways to re-use things,
for example purchase sticky labels to 
rejuvenate files, purchase products that
can be used again, e.g. refillable pens.

Recycle Ð Purchase recycled products and
recycle products at the end of their life 

THE THREE RÕs


